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Thursday’s Information Security TIP 8/6/09

Wave 11 Final Results: Paying for Security Projects 

In our Wave 11 Information Security Study final results, we noted that compliance has become more ingrained into the culture 
of the enterprises participating in the study. We know this by looking at things like the funded project list and pain points. What 
was somewhat unexpected was the continuing rise in the number of organizations citing using compliance initiatives as a way 
of funding security implementations. Looking further into the results for Wave 11, we noted:

• While in Wave 10 a minority of organizations cited using compliance initiatives to fund security programs, that swung 
to a majority in Wave 11, amounting to 53% of respondents.

• This continues a trend going back prior to Wave 9 having increased more than 30% since Wave 9, indicating a move 
toward using compliance as a positive element of business justifications for security initiatives.

• At the same time, a majority of organizations responding to questions about compliance budgets indicated that they 
were receiving no budget relief in order to meet compliance requirements.

It is clear that compliance requirements must be addressed and are often used as part of making the business case for 
security improvements. No longer are security solutions intended to be the obscure or hidden expenditures they have been in 
the past.
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Chart 1: Compliance Budgets Paying 
for Information Security Solutions 

F1000 Sample. Wave 9 n=93, Wave 10 n=96, Wave 11 n=28

Are regulatory or legal compliance projects paying for your information security solutions?
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Chart 2: Compliance Budget Increases 
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F1000 Sample. Left Chart:  Wave 9 n=92, Wave 10 n=94, Wave 11 n=25. Right Chart: Wave 9 n=49, Wave 10 n=35, Wave 11 n=9

Has your budget for compliance increased to address regulatory or legal compliance requirements? 
If yes, by what percentage?
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